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Guardafui. British relations were entered into with its Mahri chief in 1834, when he agreed to permit a coal depot to be established there. The subsequent occupation of Aden rendered this concession of no value; but the advantage of the island as a refuge for shipwrecked crews, or as a station for a lighthouse, led to the continuance of close and friendly relations with its rulers. In 1886 a formal protectorate was established over the Sultan, who undertook to enter into no arrangements with any forejgn powers except with the sanction of the British Government.
Along the Arab coast, or Hadramaut, extending from Shaik The Arab Sayad in the Straits of Bab el Mandeb to the limits of Maskat j^g* (rom at Ras Sair, every maritime tribe has been brought under the Mandeb to protection of the British Government   With some of them Maskat. relations had been established at an earlier date; but in 1890 the Governor-General ratified a complete set of engagements with the Shaikh of Irka, and with the Atiffi, Barhemi, Akrabi, Fadhli, Ix>wer Aulaki, Duyabi, Kti>cti, Wahidi, and M&hri tribes, by which these bound themselves to enter into no correspondence or treaties with any foreign nation or power except with the sanction of the British Government, and in give immediate notice of any attempt to interfere with their country and its dependencies.
From Kfis Sair onwards the coast line begins to lie within the sphere of influence, or the direct dominion, of the Sultftn or Imta of Maskat, between whom and the Indian Government close relations have long existed. In 1798 the Company entered into an agreement with the Sultftn to exclude the French and the Dutch from nettling either in Maskat or Gombroon (Bandar AbbUs), In the next century the British cooperated with the Suitftn in the suppression of piracy, secured his assistance for the abolition of slavery, and entered into a commercial treaty. They frequently intervened to pro tect the ruler, to settle the .succession, and even to put down rebellion, and in 1862 they engaged reciprocally with the French Government to respect the independence of theSulttn. When Z&mibur was severed from Maskat in *86x, they used their good office* to flic the annual subsidy to be paid by the former to the latter, and made arrangements to ensure its regular payment The Sultan on his part has granted consular jurisdiction to the British Agent, and him rendered help in the Buppre&fiion of the traffic in arms with the Indian and Persian coast About 75 per cent, of the total value of the foreign trade of Maakatu with India.